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INTRODUCTION

Last season (Winter 2003) only 11 ha of wheat were grown on a commercial basis mainly to bulk up a small amount of seed of Nduna and Smart varieties.  Left over seed of variety Scan from the previous year was also used up.  All but 1 ha was late planted only receiving its first germination cycle on 1 June.  A total of 404 mm was applied to the crop which received the standard agronomic treatment including  500 kg/ha basal (8:16:8 blend) and 400 kg/ha AN fertilizer.

40 ha of barley variety Hope was planted, some of which was contracted to Delta Beverages.  Again, standard cultural practices were adopted including 500 kg/ha basal (8:16:8) and 340kg/ha AN applied with the first germination irrigation taking place on 10 May with a total of 360mm being applied.

Numerous power cuts, mainly through load shedding, were experienced throughout the growing period.  A slightly later than usual harvest was further compounded by early seasonal rain when an average of 50 mm of drizzly type rain was received between the 14-22 October with overcast conditions throughout this period.  Harvest, had begun before this period but only 97 tons of the contracted 150 tons of barley were accepted by Delta Beverages as malting quality.  The remaining barley had to be consigned to stockfeed into a flooded market situation.  In spite of the later planting the wheat crop also suffered down grading due to germinated kernels

Poor wheat yield results were achieved of 5,0 t/ha.  This is mainly put down to the late emergence of the crop, but, 1 ha of poorly established wheat along side a gum tree plantation, significant reedbuck damage and the possibility of slight frost damage were contributing factors.  The barley crop yielded an acceptable 6,2 t/ha.  The average price received for malting quality barley was $778 555/ton and the GMB wheat price was 776 000/t.  The financial analysis has been excluded due to the effect of hyperinflation on the relevance of gross margins six months after the barley and wheat sales and some nine months after the first inputs were procured for the winter crop.

Winter cereals crop research activities continued to be supported by ZCPA, Seed Co and Delta Beverages as can be seen from the following research reports along with that from AREX which is included for publicity purposes. Acknowledgment must be given to the Research Manager, Lanton Mutemeri and his team consisting of Charles Nyandoro, Doesntmatter Dungwe, Isiah Gadzikwa and Simeon Mutovu for their dedicated work under the directorship of Alan Stidolph.

Nick Brooke

Director 

April 30th 2004
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